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himself without a murmur under the orders of his old friend
and chief.

The French troops before Trichinopoly were under a General
named Law, who had done much gallant fighting for Dupleix.
But on this occasion he was completely outmanoeuvred by
Major Lawrence, who passed a number of his troops into
the town after storming a height known as the Golden Rock,
which his Grenadiers carried with magnificent dash and
courage. Then General Law made the fatal mistake of
withdrawing to an island hi the river, where his cpi&iauni-
cations were promptly cut off by Tlive, who got round on the
further bank The selection of Clive, who, in spite of his great
services, still held the rank of only a junior Captain, aroused
much jealousy and strong remonstrance from the senior officers
under Lawrence; but the question was settled by the Mahrattas,
who declined to serve under any other leader.

One of the most dramatic and perilous incidents in Clive's
career has now to be recorded. The French commander sent
forward a force of 700 sepoys with eighty Europeans, of whom
it is sad to say that forty were English deserters, to make
a night attack upon Clive's camp at Samiaveram. The enemy
reached the English outposts without being discovered, and
when they were at last challenged by the sentries, the peril
was still unsuspected when the answer of * Friends!' was
given by one of the dishonoured Englishmen among the
attacking force. It was only when a volley was poured into
the camp, that the alarm was raised. Clive himself was in
bed, sleeping soundly, but, awakened by the shots, one of
which hit the couch on which he was lying, he sprang up
and rushed out, plunging into the midst of the French sepoys,
whom he took to be his own native soldiers. He began to
rebuke them sternly for what he believed to be a disorderly
brawl, when one of them slashed at him with a sabre. Clive
dosed with the man, and received only the blow of the hilt on
bis shoulder. Then, realizing his mistake, he managed to
escape to his .own men in the darkness, who by this time